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A lack of available literature in conjunction with consensus among consulted 

scholars and authors have made it clear there is need to identify the 

information seeking habits of the Pagan community and to explore the role 

libraries play in this process. How do these information seeking behaviors and 

needs vary from the general population, and how well are public libraries 

meeting these needs? Sub questions include how Pagans make their unique 

information needs known to their libraries, the awareness of Pagan and 

Witchcraft materials available, the degree of perceived and existing 

discrimination, and to what varying degrees these variables influence the 

collections currently available in libraries. The information cultivated from this 

research will benefit not only public libraries seeking opportunity to evaluate a 

particular aspect of their collections or service, but will hopefully provide 

insight that will contribute to establishing credibility of the Pagan community 

within itself and its place in today’s society .   
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Proposal 

Introduction and Statement of the Problem 
From my limited personal observations of public libraries I have surmised that public library 

collections within my local region contain few if any Pagan-related materials beyond generic 

Greek and Roman mythologies and paranormal phenomenon. Outside this, if libraries collect 

anything for members in their community interested in Paganism, Wicca or Witchcraft, it is often 

only a handful of popular “how to” titles heavy-handed toward spell craft and Wiccan ritual 

rather than more research-based books covering beliefs, histories, ethnographies, etc. 

It is possible that collections in libraries beyond my region tell a different story. Over the last 

several decades there has been a notable growth in Pagan, Wiccan and Witchcraft populations in 

the United States. The history of this expansion, fraught with misconceptions resulting in 

discrimination and controversy, suggests that there are a number of variables worth investigating 

that are influencing the collection and retrieval of Pagan related information and material. 

Inquiring and consulting with several scholars and authors has revealed that no known 

research has been conducted investigating whether and how Pagans utilize public libraries to 

meet their information needs. In addition, there is also no known study that examines how 

libraries are addressing these needs.  

What are the information needs of Pagans and how are they unique from the general public? 

What does the structure of their information seeking habits look like and how similar is this 

structure to that of a previously studied overall population? When and why do Pagans prefer to 

use the library over other resources and when or why do they choose to not to? The academics 

and scholars I interviewed agreed there is need to better understand the information seeking 

habits of the Pagan community and the role libraries play in this information seeking structure. 



Furthermore, it is desirable to understand how are libraries currently addressing the needs of the 

Pagan community. 

Sub Problems and Questions 

This research introduces several sub problems and questions. Are Pagans making their 

information needs known to their public libraries? If they are not, what factors hold them back? 

In addition, are public libraries overlooking these interests and needs, and if so, is it knowingly 

or unwittingly? There are a number of reasons influencing why or why not these interests are 

expressed or considered, including local community influences, a library’s collection 

development policies, budgetary constraints, and the awareness of materials available or 

accessible as well as perceived or existing discrimination. 

There is a great deal of ongoing discussion in the Pagan community in realms personal, 

professional and academic about discrimination against Pagans, Wiccans and Witches. If Pagans 

are withholding their information needs from their libraries, what is the prevalence of 

maintaining privacy for privacy’s sake versus a privacy based on fear of judgment, 

discrimination or retaliation? How are library collections influenced by this perceived or existing 

discrimination or controversy? 

Finally, to what degree are collections of Pagan related material ruled by librarian awareness 

and selection expertise and how much influence is given to specific material requests from the 

library user? How do librarians and library users who are Pagan develop awareness of available 

Pagan related materials, and what resources are used to build and maintain this awareness? 

Research Significance & Benefits 
Public libraries and the Pagan community will both benefit from the data and information 

collected by this endeavor, and said findings will be consequential in several respects. The 



immediate significance is its uniqueness simply for the group it will examine. As previously 

mentioned, there is no known body of work or concrete information available of this nature. 

Therefore, it is expected that the results of this investigation will unquestionably become a 

springboard for further research, not only in regards to the Pagan collective, but as a possible 

foundation or guide to examine the information seeking habits of other minority belief or 

religious groups and their relationships with public libraries. 

This leads to the second point of benefit. Exploring the public library’s relationship with any 

group –minority or majority- will reveal opportunities for examining and evaluating a particular 

aspect of a library’s collection or services and how effectively they serve the variety of 

information needs within its community. An indisputable fact is the public library’s primary 

purpose to serve the information needs of their community. If that community includes Pagans, 

practitioners of Wicca or Witchcraft, or curious outsiders in need of accurate and impartial 

information about Paganism, then it follows that the library must seek to meet these information 

needs with the same consideration toward quality they give to any group in their community.  

Next, by identifying the distinctive information needs of a particular group, in this case, 

Pagans, Wiccans and Witches, we are better equipped to examine which of these needs are being 

met and which have been neglected or could benefit from increased attention. Identifying needs 

enables us to identify solutions to fulfill these gaps. This will not only bring strength to the Pagan 

community as a whole, but it will contribute to the community’s credibility within general 

society and can only help to diminish misconceptions, controversy, and discrimination. This 

intangible and invaluable quality of credibility can be attained a number of ways, but in this 

instance it can be contributed to by increasing the volume of a body of work and making it 

accessible. Identifying gaps in fulfilling information needs will encourage fresh research which 



in turn will create new material to meet such demands. In addition, the action itself of continued 

research will contribute to credibility and strengthen the sense of Establishment and Place within 

today’s society for Pagans. 

Literature Review 

A preliminary search for literature in Wayne State University’s article databases (specifically 

Wilson Library & Information Science full text database) yielded one article related to this topic. 

“The superstitions in public libraries: alive and well?” by Miroslaw Kruk, which appeared in the 

November 2001 issue of The Australian Library Journal offers a unique and opinionated 

perspective focused on responsible and selective collection development. Specifically in regards 

to materials of “falsehood” that spreads or encourages “superstitious” (anti-scientific) beliefs, the 

author discusses the ethics of information accessibility versus the library’s purpose as a reputable 

and discerning establishment of informal education and the weight that should be given to user 

requests or demands for material.  

Offline, I came across a title from my print subscription of The Pomegranate: the 

International Journal of Pagan Studies. Featured in the 2007 volumes, Garth Reese’s piece, 

“The Quandary of Contemporary Pagan Archives” is directly relevant. In it, he examines 

literature discussing the purposes and challenges unique to religious archive libraries. He also 

includes the insight he gained from interviewing existing Pagan libraries and information centers 

including The New Alexandrian Library and Circle Library.  

Though still limited, there is more literature available related to the information seeking 

habits of the Pagan community. However these writings concentrate on utilizing personal and 

community connections and the trend of substantial internet use to locate informational resources 

and do not provide any insight about the role of libraries.  



Research Design 

There are several goals of this research. First, to identify the information needs of Pagans and 

the pattern of their information seeking behaviors; second, to identify the role public libraries in 

the information seeking behavior of Pagans and how they currently serve this community’s 

unique information needs. It is hoped the information garnered from this study will be invaluable 

to establishing a means to develop and evaluate collections of Pagan related materials. 

Another fundamental objective includes identifying problems Pagans may encounter when 

seeking information related to their beliefs and practices, and the challenges facing libraries in 

providing and making such information accessible. 

I hypothesize that the structure of information seeking behaviors of Pagans will vary from 

that of the general public; that avenues of their information networking structure will be much 

narrower and highly selective. I also hypothesize that perceived and existing discrimination 

against Pagans, Wiccans and Witches does have an impact on how willing Pagans are to express 

their information needs, and it also plays a role via forms of censorship in a library’s willingness 

or ability to provide or make accessible the information necessary to fulfill these needs. 

Methodology & Data Collection 

This study is a qualitative exploration since this is an area where very little, if any, research 

has been conducted. Evidence of this comes from the significant lack of available or existence of 

literature on the subject in addition to consulting with authors and scholars in the field.  

Two primary groups will be sought out: members of the Pagan community and Librarians. It 

is possible some participants of this study may fall into both categories. If so, it is hoped this 

collective of individuals will provide particularly thoughtful insight.  

Participants will be selected through a snowball sample as I will reach out to individuals in 

my personal networks that are known librarians and/or members of the Pagan community. They 



may be able to refer me to others to continue the survey. I also anticipate a self-selected sample; 

a number of online participants who will respond to links posted in several online Pagan forums 

and communities. It is possible a few individuals may hear about the survey by word-of-mouth 

and may wish to participate on- or offline. 

While it may not be possible to prevent against a participant making multiple submissions of 

the survey, to help ensure against it survey questions requesting personally identifiable 

information such as name, age, gender, income, and occupation will be included. In this way I 

hope to identify each survey as genuine and unique. 

Current existing public libraries as well as special libraries of Pagan Studies will be contacted 

for participation through interviews and surveys which may take place in person, over the phone, 

or via email. Such special libraries include the New Alexandria Library and Circle Library. 

It is anticipated this study may continually change or be adapted; however data collection 

will be consistently modeled from the Exploratory Survey method. Several techniques of data 

collection will be used, including questionnaires, interviews and observations. A full spectrum of 

questions will be utilized including Factual, Opinion & Attitude, Information, Standards of 

Action, Behavioral, and Projective. It will include open-ended and fixed response questions, 

checklists and scaled responses, and ample space will be provided to prompt and collect 

additional comments and feedback. It is hoped that these comments will provide the greatest 

insight to further research in this area. 

Questionnaires will be administered face-to-face, electronically via email and posted as a link 

directing participants to a website making the questionnaire available as an online form. The 

completed form will submit data to a Microsoft Access database hosted on a secure server. A 



copy of one of several Questionnaires created for this study is provided in the Appendix of this 

proposal. 

Interviews will take place online and in person. Online forums include WitchVox, 

MysticWicks, and known Pagan communities on Second Life. Additional online settings may 

include Facebook, MySpace, CovenSpace, PaganSpace, etc. Correspondence may also take place 

via email, Skype, or phone conversations. Personal interviews will be conducted face-to-face 

with Pagans in the Kalamazoo area. 

Observations of interactions with librarians will be made as several persons will be enlisted 

to ask a librarian for assistance in locating various types or forms (books, music, articles, etc.) of 

Pagan related information. Observations from these experiences with library staff “as a library 

user” will be documented and reviewed. Library staff’s familiarity with and awareness of Pagan 

related materials as well as any perceivable attitude toward said material will be of particular 

interest. 

As a great number of public libraries include fulfilling patron requests for specific titles in 

their collection development policies, it will be helpful to investigate to what degree these 

collections are influenced by such requests. Investigating Pagan related requests may shed some 

light on the development of these collections and may indicate whether the scope of materials is 

based more on the material awareness of the user, librarian or both, as well as hint at library 

attitudes toward Pagan related material.  

If, for instance, the library receives very few requests for Pagan related material 

(predominantly books about spell craft, for example) yet provides a greater number of unique 

titles in addition to and beyond what is specifically requested (such as books about ritual, 



apologetics, history, biographies or ethnographies), it would be reasonable to conclude that the 

librarian has a greater awareness of related material available. 

If a library receives requests for a variety of unique titles, it could be concluded that the user 

has greater material awareness. If all of these material requests are honored by the library, the 

library may be welcoming or tolerant to all patron requests per their collection development 

policy. If from the unique titles only a few are selected, it may be the result of budgetary 

constraints or selective evaluation from the librarian. Such instances can be investigated further. 

If none of the requests are honored, it may be safe to conclude that information needs of Pagan 

interest are being ignored and overlooked. 

However if no requests for Pagan related material are received yet there is a known Pagan 

population within the community, it can be presumed that these individuals are choosing not to 

make their information needs known to the library (if they are aware their library considers 

requests). If there isn’t a known Pagan population, then it can be assumed that there may be little 

to no interest in Pagan related material. 

To uncover such information and conclusions, it is necessary to interview and provide 

questionnaires and surveys to librarians about patron requests for materials.  

Data collected will be summarized and reports of response distribution will be recorded in 

percentages where appropriate. Conclusions will also be drawn from similarities and differences 

appearing in the “comments” portion of the questionnaires. 

Limitations of the Study 

Questions posed in this study are preliminary and exploratory. After initial conduction, it is 

hoped the responses gathered will provide insight to further hone and develop this research as 

well as reveal additional questions and sub problems to be investigated. 



There is an existing need and interest for this research to take place on a national scale, if not 

internationally. However, this initial performance of the study takes place within a limited and 

unique personal network primarily based in the southwest Michigan region. Any expansion of 

this boundary will take place predominantly online. 

This study is limited to the perspective of library users who are Pagan and librarians. 

Developing a related study to pull perspective from the non-Pagan general public about the 

inclusion of Pagan related material in public libraries would be a constructive extension. 

While this study will not directly provide any method to assess the prevalence, consistency, 

or relevancy of current collections of Pagan related materials in libraries, it may provide valuable 

information to develop such evaluative tools. Future investigations on the influence library 

collections have on the formation of opinions, perceptions or receptivity of minority groups or 

concepts are also of interest to, but not covered in this specific instance of research. For example, 

what ideas are reinforced and what messages are sent about Pagans to the general public if 

materials focusing on spell craft and ritual are the only materials present? Is it possible to 

influence or cultivate the public’s awareness, even receptivity of a group or belief system simply 

by developing more comprehensive collections for Pagan Studies consisting of less “pop” and 

more scholarly or serious materials? 

As a final point for consideration, the purpose of a library is to provide a neutral source of 

information. This can be achieved by providing a collection of materials that as a whole includes 

an equal representation of all points of view in order to provide a library user with enough 

information to make an informed opinion or decision. It could be argued that public libraries, as 

a civil government entity, may be duty-bound to laws separating church and state. This can be 

interpreted to mean that the library should be void of items on any faith, or else materials on all 



faiths should be fairly and equally represented. This latter interpretation serves libraries best, as 

their purpose is to serve the entirety of their community; therefore all interests in the community 

should be fairly represented without showing favor or preference to a particular group. 

Therefore, even if Christianity is the majority religion in the United States, why then is there 

such a disproportionate amount of Christian materials in our public libraries than what is 

provided for other faiths existing in our communities and nation?  

This study is limited only to the Pagan perspective, but could easily -and should be!- in the 

future adapted to other faith or minority groups as well. Perhaps in so doing, public libraries can 

work toward developing more inclusive collections and services. In this way libraries will be 

better equipped to achieve their purpose as an unbiased and impartial resource for information 

for all groups and interests. 

  



APPENDICES 

Definitions & Terminology 
 

(NEO-)PAGAN - a person who is part of the religious movement Paganism or Neo-Paganism. 

They may practice magick as in Wicca or Witchcraft (Higginbotham, 2007) 

 

(NEO-)PAGANISM - A modern religious movement which encompasses traditions which are 

generally earth-centered, magickal, or indigenous, stress a connection to and respect for the 

natural world, recognize both male and female deities, encourage diversity in spiritual beliefs, 

practices, and lifestyles, do not operate under a centralized hierarchy, have no official or 

standardized dogma that extends beyond a particular tradition, and stress personal responsibility 

in matters of belief, ethics, and spiritual practice.” (Higginbotham, 2007) 

 

PAGAN RELATED (Material/information) – Any material (print, online, audio/visual, etc.) that 

provides information about the history, beliefs, practices, etc. of (Neo-)Pagans and (Neo-) 

Paganism, Wicca and Wiccans, or Witches and Witchcraft. It also refers to any information the 

library user intends to use to meet an information gap that exists in any research they are 

conducting related to Paganism or Pagan (et. all) activities. 

 

WICCA – A contemporary Pagan religion with spiritual roots in Shamanism and the earliest 

expressions of reverence of nature. Among its major motifs are: reverence for the Goddess and 

the God; reincarnation; magic; ritual observances of the Full Moon, astronomical and 

agricultural phenomena; spheroid temples, created with Personal Power, in which rituals occur. 

(Cunningham, 1998) 



WICCAN – a practitioner of Wicca. 

 

WITCH – a practitioner of Witchcraft. Anciently, a European practitioner of the remnants of pre-

Christian folk magic, particularly that relating to herbs, healing, wells, rivers and stones. It is also 

used by some members of Wicca to describe themselves. (Cunningham, 1998) 

 

WITCHCRAFT – The craft of the Witch. Magic, especially magic utilizing Personal Power in 

conjunction with the energies within stones, herbs, colors and other natural objects. While this 

may have spiritual overtones, Witchcraft, using this definition, isn’t a religion. However, some 

followers of Wicca use this word to denote their religion. (Cunningham, 1998) 
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Sample Questionnaire for the Pagan Library User 

PART I: Personal Information 

Last Name: _________________________________  First Name: ______________________________ 

 
What is your age? 

 

 17-20 
years 

 

 21-25 
years 

 

 25-30 years 
 

 30-40 
years 

( check one) 
 

 40-50 
years 

 

 50-60 
years 

 

 Over 60  
years 

 

What is your gender?  Do you identify as a Pagan, Wiccan, or Witch? 

 Female  Male   Yes  No 
   If you answered NO, please discontinue this survey. 

 

What best describes you highest level of completed education (check one)? 
 

 High School  Some college  Associates Degree  Bachelors Degree 
 

 Some graduate 
school 

 

 Masters Degree 
 

 Doctoral Degree 
 

 

Personal (not household) income per year (check one): 
 

 Under $10,000 
 

 $10,000-$20,000 
 

 $20,000-$30,000 
 

 $30,000-$40,000  $40,000-$50,000  Over $50,000 

 

Please select how long you’ve been a Pagan: 
 

 0-2 years  2-5 years  5-10 years  10-20 years  20+ years 

 

Please select which best describes your primary role within Paganism (check one): 

 Solitary 
Practitioner 

 Coven 
member 

 High 
Priest/Priestess 

 Author/Writer 
 

 Scholar 
 

 

Please check which subjects match your information interests in Paganism and/or Pagan Studies: 
 

 Belief 
Systems 

 Crafts  Family Life & 
Parenting 

 History  Mythology 

 Ritual  Sabbats/Holidays  Spell 
craft/Magick 

 Thealogy  Other: 

 

Do you or have you ever worked at a/your library as a/n: 
 

 Employee  Volunteer  Neither 

 



PART II: General Library Use 

 

I use the library for (more than one option can be marked): 
 

 To borrow 
books & other 
materials 

 

 To look up 
information 

 

 To read 
magazines 

 

 To study with 
my own books 
and material 

 

 To consult with 
librarians about 
information 

 

 To consult e-
magazines 

 To look for 
information in 
databases 

 To surf the 
internet 

 Other:  
 

 

Please indicate how important it is for you for the library to provide the ability to: 
 

 1 2 3 4 5 

 Critical 
Very 

Important 
Convenient Not Necessary Not Important 

Check out 
books or other 
library 
materials 

          

Browse the 
print 
collections 

          

Read the latest 
journals, 
magazines or 
other 
materials? 

          

Quiet 
study/reading 
space 

          

Ask for help or 
a specific 
service from 
library staff? 

          

Other (please 
specify), 

          

 

  



 

Overall, how would you characterize your use of your library’s services, collections, and online 
materials (please mark one for each question)?  
 

 Frequently 
(weekly-

daily) 

Often 
(monthly) 

Occasionally 
(several times 

per year) 

Might use in 
the future 

I don’t use 
my library 

Borrow 
books/photocopy 
articles? 

          

Order or get access to 
a book, journal, or 
database? 

          

Send you alerts about 
new publications in 
your subject? 

          

 

Over the past year, have you used the physical library to: 
 

 Frequently Often Occasionally Rarely Never 

Check out 
books or other 
library 
materials 

          

Browse the 
print 
collections 

          

Read the latest 
journals, 
magazines or 
other 
materials? 

          

Quiet 
study/reading 
space 

          

Ask for help or 
a specific 
service from 
library staff? 

          

Socialize with 
other Pagans 

          

Access pagan 
related 
websites or 
forums 

          

Other (please 
specify), 

          



 

Over the past year, have you asked library staff to: 
 

 Frequently Often Occasionally Rarely Never 

Borrow 
books/photocopy 
articles 

          

Order or get 
access to a book, 
journal, or 
database 

          

Send you alerts 
about new 
publications in 
your subject 

          

Deliver material 
to your 
desk/office 

          

Create 
specialized lists 
or bibliographies 

          

Find in-depth or 
hard-to-find 
information 

          

 

  



PART III:  The Public Library as a Resource for Pagan Related Material  

 

Have you ever looked for Pagan related material at your library?  Yes  No 

 
Have you ever experienced any of the following when looking for Pagan related materials at your 
library? (please check all that apply)  
 

 Books or 
materials 
related to the 
topic are not 
available. 
 

 Books or 
materials 
show as 
available in 
the library 
catalog, but 
were not 
found on the 
shelves. 
 

 Books or 
materials are 
not arranged 
according to 
their serial 
numbers in 
the racks 
 

 Books or 
materials are 
marked as 
missing or lost 
 

 Librarian 
was not 
able to 
help you 
in finding 
books or 
materials 

 I have never 
experienced 
any of these 
situations 

 Other, Please specify: 

 

Have you ever checked out Pagan related material from your library?  Yes  No 

 

If YES, what type of Pagan related materials have you checked out from your library (check all that 
apply)? 
 

 Books  Magazines  Newspapers  CD’s and tapes  Videos and DVD’s 
 

 Other:  
 

 

If NO, please select the reasons that apply (check all that apply): 
 

 My library does not offer any Pagan related 
materials. 

 My library offers some Pagan related material, 
but I am not interested in what they have 
available. 

 I do not want people to see me with Pagan or 
Witchcraft materials. 

 I do not want people to know or assume that I 
am Pagan or a Witch. 

 Other: 
 

 

  



 

Please rate your satisfaction with the materials available for Pagan related interest or information 
available at your library: 

 
1 2 3 4 5 

Very Satisfied Satisfied Neutral Unsatisfied Very Unsatisfied 
 
Comments:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Have you ever asked for assistance from librarians or library staff to help locate 
Pagan related material? 

 Yes  No 

 

If you answered YES, please rate your satisfaction with the librarians/ library staff’s ability to locate 
Pagan related material: 

 
1 2 3 4 5 

Very Satisfied Satisfied Neutral Unsatisfied Very Unsatisfied 
 
Comments:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Please describe your experience when you asked for assistance from librarians/library staff to locate 
Pagan related material: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  



 

If your library did not have a title in their collection, have you ever requested 
Pagan related materials to be added or ordered? 
 

 Yes  No 

 

If you responded YES, you have requested Pagan related material at your library, can you list or 
describe the materials you requested? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

If you responded NO, you have NOT requested Pagan related material at your library, can you 
describe why? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Does your library offer any of these services, and if so have you ever utilized them for Pagan related 
interests? 

 Does your library offer this service? If YES, have you ever utilized this 
service for Pagan related interests? 

 Yes No Yes No 

Full-text articles online         

Talk with a librarian via 
IM or chat 

        

Research          
Online Article databases         
Talk with a librarian in 
person 

        

Request items from 
other libraries 

        

Full-text books online         

Get help writing a paper 
or article 

        



Online library catalog         

DVD’s for checkout         
Other (please specify) 
 
 

        

 

For the future, how likely are you to use your library as a resource for Pagan related information? 
(check one) 

 
1 2 3 4 5 

Definitely will Likely Not Sure Unlikely Definitely will not 
 
Comments:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Do you have any comments/suggestions about how your library can better serve you as a Pagan? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

How did you find out about this survey? 
 

 Library 
Website 

 

 Librarian 
 

 Word of 
Mouth 

 

 Email 
 

 Flyer 

 Instructor  Family 
Member 

 Friend  Other: _____________________ 

 


